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A 15.25 Ib monster from the Ngongotaha caught by Tim.



Here is a photo of Carols latest
catch on Lake Tarawera. The fish
was caught on the 4th February
trolling and weighed 2.58kgs with
a length of 60cms. We had both
been broken off jigging and
decided to give trolling a go and
this was the result.

Regards Mel Payne

Picture of Dave Field towing Larry back to port after Larry's battery failed on
his electric motor. Taken by Neal Hawes on Big O trip.
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O’Keefes Fishing Depot 1113 Eruera St. 3460178

Bevan Lash 187A Ranolf Street 3489097

John McCarron 53 Rimuvale St 3461967

Roger Bowden 3 Rostrevor Place 3487816

Terry Wood 6A Holden Avenue 3455587

Eddie Bowman 34 Westbourne Ave 3485652
IF POSSIBLE PLEASE PHONE BEFOREHAND

The Club offers to its’ members the following benefits:
¢ Friday night social evenings at the Clubrooms. Make fishing mates and plan
trips! Organise flycasting tuition!

Fortnightly Flytying nights. Tie your own flies!

Monthly BBQ’s, Potluck Dinners and Annual Prizegiving Dinner..
Organised fishing trips most months. Learn new waters!

Calendar of Club events for next 12 mths

Fantastic library of Books, Videos and DVD’s.

Kids Fishouts.

Monthly newsletter.

10% Discount at local Fishing Shops advertising in the newsletter!
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EXECUTIVE & COMMITTEE 2011/2012

These are the new office bearers and committee elected at the AGM for the
coming year. Welcome to the newcomers and thanks to the incumbents for

supporting the club once again.

PATRON Lew Sperry
PRESIDENT Wade Fleet
VICE-PRESIDENT Larry Ware
SECRETARY Shaun Wyatt
TREASURER Don Stotter
CLUB CAPTAINS Nigel Wilkinson
Manuel Saiz
COMMITTEE Terry Wood
Bryan Taylor
Piet Otto
WEBSITE WEBMASTER Eddie Bowman
NEWSLETTER EDITOR Roger Bowden
TROPHY MASTER Nigel Wilkinson
SUB-COMMITTEES (conveners)
KIDS’ FISHOUT Terry Wood
A-Z SCHOOL Roger Bowden
ACTIVITIES (Trips) Nigel and Manuel
(Flytying) Shaun Wyatt
SOCIAL TBA
LIBRARY Nigel Wilkinson
BUILDING Terry Wood

(Area code for Rotorua is 07)

3459913
348 0388
3496116
3459222
349 0336
0274 484171

345 5587
3572216
3502200

3485652
348 7816
349 0336

345 5587
348 7816

349 6116

349 0336
345 5587

Please feel free to contact any of the above if you have any queries, comments or
items you may like to discuss. Our email address is rotoruaanglers@gmail.com
Visit our website on www.rotoruaanglers.org.nz

Remember, Roger Bowden is always grateful for any contributions to the magazine.
(email rogbrit@slingshot.co.nz or post to 3 Rostrevor Place)

Thank you for your contribution to our club and we hope you have a very successful

season.

Wade Fleet

President




PPresiclemtts [Pileaee

Having just arrived back from Lake Otamangakau, washing my fly lines and Kayak, I had time
to reflect on a most interesting weekend. The club trip saw a number of regulars brave some of
the strangest weather [ had seen in some time. Dad and I arrived Friday just after lunch, had
time to eat, have a chat with a fellow camper and raise the tent before the heavens opened up.
We had about 5 minutes warning as the ominous clouds built up and thunder rumbled above,
an insight of what was to come. Sitting in our camp chairs and watching others on the lake, left
us wondering at what point they would also start to run for cover. We had time to put things
away as we joked about fishing rods becoming lightning conductors. As the rain hit, the
boaties on the lake scattered to the four shores, some making it back to the ramp while others
deciding to make it to the closest shore — after 10 minutes and a review of the boat we had
carried to the lake edge earlier, I could see making shore was a smart idea — the boat was half
full of extremely cold water and large hail stones. The clouds seem to bounce around between
Mount Ruapehu and a weather system behind us and lasted about an hour. It rained so heavily
that Dad and I needed to yell inside the tent just to be heard.

The following day started out a bit dark and overcast but it wasn’t long before we had chosen
our spot and Dad hooked into a beauty. As the line was stripped from dad’s hands a small knot
formed and was dragged through each eye of the rod before being freed and dragged to the
depths, several times. After a while the fish tired and I was able to assist by untying the knot.
A successful effort saw the 8.2 pound hen released and high fives all around.

Later that day I headed out on my kayak. I caught up with several of the club members on the
lake and most were catching fish. I headed over to a windblown edge of the lake where I was
fortunate to hook up on what turned out to be a beautiful hen also weighing in at 8.2 pound,
but this time with no net and a small amount of boat, the fight took much longer but I was
rewarded with a catch and release, and a high five for myself. Later that evening the fishing
was great with four being landed before dark, one of which was high up on the condition factor
scale..ohh and a double hook up topped the evening. Sunday saw the fish not as energetic or
abundant so we headed home just before lunch. Once again a great trip and one that is like no
other, thanks to Eddie and Dave for convening it.

The recent club BBQ was well attended by thirty two. The next social occasion is later this
month so hope to see you there. Remember to keep an eye on your RAA calendars, we have
some interesting trips coming this month, one of our favourites is actually a sea outing, over at
Ohope but be in early with your name.

While on the subject of sea fishing, I attended the public meeting of the proposed Ngati Awa
Mataitai in Whakatane. Following a presentation from Ministry of Fisheries to outline what a
Maitaitai is and who can apply for one, Ngati Awa outlined their application. The
presentations where informative and much of which is now available for review at our
clubrooms. Basically the Mataitai excludes all commercial fishing activities in the reserve and
at this stage doesn’t affect in anyway recreational fishing. This can change later if Ngati Awa
applies for a bylaw that could exclude recreational fishers but it was expressed at the meeting,
this was not their intention in this application. There was opposition as you can expect from
many of the commercials. I am happy to discuss further with individuals if approached.

An outing to Lake Ngapouri in the kayak with a friend was also fantastic but that for another
day

Great fishing Wade Fleet



Lake Otamangakau
Club Trip Report 17"-19" February 2012

Due to last minute withdrawals from prospective members not wishing to
attend the planned trip, reduced our total number of attendees to twelve
guests staying at the Tongariro Holiday Park. As a club we were fortunate
enough not to incur a surcharge from the Holiday Park due to the late
cancellation of pre-booked accommaodation.

Leading up to the weekend the weather had been very unsettled in the National Park
region. The forecast looked promising with improving conditions. However the best,
predicted day was for Saturday, suiting boat fly-fishing methods.

Prior to the official weekend a few hardened anglers including myself (bit the
bullet) decided to take the opportunity and fly fish a couple of extra days at
either Otamangakau (Big “O”) or nearby Lake Kuratau and Rotoaira.
Between us over a dozen fish were caught either during the day or night but
this did not count toward the official trip record of total fish caught.

Friday evening saw our full complement of 12 members gathered on the
veranda having nibbles and drinks, relaxing and comparing fishing notes

rain, hail, thunder and lightning too. Unfortunately our members boat fishing
experienced this heavenly deluge, eventually returning back to the
accommodation looking like drowned rats together with drenched boat
interior and tackle sodden with rainwater. However on a positive note, trout
were caught, some anglers experiencing “fish hook ups and bust off’s” as
well.
As forecasted, Saturday morning looked promising with bright blue sky plus
a few white, fluffy clouds. On arrival to the lake it was obvious the inclement
weather had affected the “Big O” water level and possibly temperature. The
net-effect caused the trout’s metabolism to slow down, temporarily driving
them to deeper water. Although not ideal conditions temperature wise, some
angler’s still managed to catch a few rainbow trout during the day utilising
different fly fishing methods. However night time is a different story on “Big
o
For the Saturday evening / night fishing session a few members opted to
shore fish the canal (couple of rainbows caught). Three boats, totalling 6
anglers, which included 2 of our lady members (Ailsa and Charlotte, well
done ladies...) decided to night fish the lake. All boats managed to land fish
beneath a beautiful canopy of stars totalling 10 rainbow trout, plus even more
“fish hook ups and bust off’'s”. The best weight caught by Neal Hawes a
fantastic 3.2kg (71b) rainbow (well done Neal). This also being the heaviest
recorded fish for the weekend.
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Sunday morning brought sunshine and breezy conditions. Some members
decided to travel back home to Rotorua, whereby others decided to fish for
an extra few hours on the “Big O”. The initial breezy circumstances and
spasmodic gusts of wind made it difficult to cast but persevering anglers still
managed to catch rainbows either from drifting or anchored boats in deeper
water utilising sub-surface methods.

By summarising. As we all know from past experience the “Big O” can be a
contrary fishery to conquer even when it appears that all conditions are
perfect, anglers can still draw a “Big Blank”. The cool temperatures we all
endured over the 3 days were not ideal fishing but we all caught fish totalling
25 rainbow trout for the whole weekend. More importantly we all had a
wonderful time. The banter and laughter was lovely to see, equalling
enjoyment. Thank you all once again for your commitment by supporting this
event and in particular a big thank you to Kristina, Charlotte and Ailsa, our
lady members.

Best wishes to you all and on going tight lines.........

Dave Hodge , “Big O” convener

Adventure Dive (BOP) Ltd

2908 Te Ngae Road
PO Box 1159
Rotorua

The Dive shop, located behind Repco, on Te Ngae Road was recently purchased by
Adrian and Elaine McHardy, who have a long time association with the Rotorua
Anglers Club. Adrian’s late father, Bill, was a founding member of the Club and was
largely responsible for building the Octagon and initiating the Kids Fishout
programme.

Opening special ; 30% off all fishing gear

Check out their great deal for swapping your gas bottle while you are there!




Committee
Meeting

14th February 2012

Rotorud

Anglel'§

Association
Minutes

Activities:

Activities/Trips — Nigel Wilkinson Waiohou to be reorganized due to
cancelation. Aniwhenua 27-29 April. Fri day May 4-6 Tukituki trip planned if
12 or more sharing of the clubrooms— Larry Ware.

Lake Mcclaren 4™ march, Aniwhenua 15-17 june. Lake Rotorua water levels
high have impact some trips. Now levels are down.

Mike Davis and Rene Vas here Wednesday 7" March. 5-7pm need a
mailout to members

A-Z School - Schools planned for March and August. Committee to assist
with convener required for August course.

. Building — Terry to sort out repair of wall above mens sink.

Fly-tying — First evening was Feb 2012 approx 10 attendees.

Kids Fish-out — KFO review planned for july Sunday 8th first KFO due to
fish size being very small. 11" Nov, 2™ sept, 7 oct, 8 july... Wednesday
night.. 29" Feb 5:30pm.

Library — Roger has added DVD The source Iceland, available for borrowing,
Lew has donated 3 books.
Social — Final Xmas BBQ this Friday. 32 people.
Fish of the month:
R Bowden 3.7 kg. Brown from Lake Otomangakau.
Photo of the month:
John McCarron, Whirinaki River
General Business:
The marine reserve discussion— Wade and Joe attending
Shifting the clubhouse discussed — delayed till 2014
Ngapuri ramp cleaned out, gravel added to ramp. Lake is fishing well.

Committee meeting offsite occasionally suggested. To be discussed

further.

Politicians visit to be followed up with Todd McClay. Education of MP’s of

various parties may visit. Wade to do

Terry advises the spraying of the willows at Okaro was successful, trees

are dead. He will acknowledge the council.
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ORR'S MOTORS & BOATS
MARINE SERVICE
“SUMMER IS HERE NOW”

GET YOUR BOAT SERVICED NOW

30 yvears exporience in the
%

MARINE INDUSTRY

O0 Ngongotuhas Road, Ngongotaha

(Opp Landscape Garden Supplies)
Some of you may have read Bert Robinson’s column in the Daily Post a few weeks
ago where he “deemed me to be in the wrong” by flyfishing from an anchored boat at
the Hamurana stream mouth. He stated that this was due to a misinterpretation of the
regulation pertaining to boats and fishing at the mouth. He went on to say that the
regulation states that no angler may fish from an unanchored boat within 200 metres
of the stream mouth which means by default that if the boat is anchored one can fish
from it. Well done Bert, have a read of the reg’s below as supplied by Neal. The day
after that incident I was wading at Awahou and while I was there at least 10 boats
were drifting within the 200 metre buoy and casting spinners, that’s illegal!

PHONE
357 5470 /027 2346245
David Orr

Hi Roger
This attached graphic clearly shows the regs re Hamurana. You are absolutely right,
as I thought.

7.2 No licence holder shall fish for trout from any unanchored boat:

(a) in waters that, at any time of the year, are reserved for fly fishing only.

(b) eg Awahou

(b) in waters that are within a 200m radius around the centre of the Utuhina,
Waiteti, Ngongotaha and Hamurana Stream mouths in Lake Rotorua.

(c) in waters that are within the section of Rangiuru Bay defined by landmarks at
Stoney Point and Kariri Point and extending 200m offshore in Lake Tarawera.
7.3 Anchored boats should be securely anchored with no more than two anchors.

It’s worth noting that float-tubes, float-boats etc are all deemed to be boats, and
therefore must be anchored in the above situations.

Regards Neal



A few events coming up!

1. 7™ March (Wednesday evening) 5 — 7 p.m. Rene Vaz & Mike Davis will be
coming to the Club to give a talk again & hopefully if the weather plays ball

this time will run a casting workshop.

2Terry Wood AHid Fispoit’ deprief &n 298 Feb at 5.30 in
the clubrooms.

3.Ad di t o rnaleddad of attitities. Dave Hodge will be convening another
Lake Aniwhenua (& possibly include Lake Matahina) 15" to 17" June
2012.

4Al t er at on —KidFislowon &"Agrifiscancelled & an
additional date has been agreed for 2™ September.

Regards; Nigel Wilkinson Club Captain

OHOPE WEEKEND TRIP
16 - 18 March

Once again Cliff and Lyz Soanes will be hosting the club for what has become an
annual event.
Meet at 299 Harbour Rd, Ohope, Friday afternoon/evening.
Fishing options include sea fishing either with Cliff or on your own boat (weather
and sea conditions permitting), or flyfishing the Waioeka or Waimana Rivers.
Those wishing to fish on Friday please contact me for options.
What to bring: Life Jacket

Sea fishing gear (Cliff has a limited supply of rods for those without

their own)

Flyfishing gear if you are fishing the rivers.

Sleeping bag or other bedding.

Breakfast, lunch food.

Salad and dessert for dinner Friday & Saturday nights (we intend
catching the

main course!!)
Your favourite tipple.

Names on the board at the clubrooms please. I need firm commitment and numbers a
week prior so we can accommodate everyone.

Or contact me on 3481734 or 027 2755012

Neal Hawes, convener
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Schedule of Events - March 2012
4th — Lake McLaren Float tube day trip (Neal Hawes)
8th—Full Moon
12th— Fly tying (Shaun Wyatt)
13th— Committee meeting
16-18th— Ohope Weekend Trip  (Neal Hawes)
20th— Newsletter cut off
23rd— New Moon
23rd— BBQ at Clubrooms all welcome

Friday nights—club nights 5-7pm.

ROTORUA ANGLERS CLUB COLOUR CALENDARS ARE
AVAILABLE FOR ONLY $10 + POSTAGE IF APPLICABLE

Phone Shaun on 3496116 if you would like one.

= O’KEEFE'S_ 5%

"ANGLERS DEPOT

Scierra High Grade CC3 Breathable waders (3 layer) $249 and
Scierra Boots $199
Thermodry Thermal underwear was $69.99 now $39.99 Top and bottom
Composite CDX wading jacket now only $199.99
Large new range of flies at competitive prices.

Darryn and Janine Simpson

1113 Eruera Sireet, Rortorua, New Zealand
Telephone (07) 346 0178 Facsimile (07) 346 0178
Emuail: okeefesfishnz@ xtra.co.nz

Check out the website for details of the Fish of the month competition !
10% RAA member discount with membership card.
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My sister was visiting NZ from her London base recently. On her travels throughout
the country she gleaned this great trout recipe from Harold Woods in Dunedin.

Trout Patties

Ingredients;

3 eggs (separated)

Beat whites to soft peaks—fold in whisked

yolks to combine.

1 red onion (finely chopped)

Trout filleted and boned, then cut into large
chunks.

Seasoning to taste (mixed herbs, salt pepper
etc.)

Mix well, then add 1/4 cup of self raising
flour and gently fold in egg mixture.

Form patties with floured hands

Cook in hot oil and butter until fish cooked
(not too long, just a few minutes)

Bon appitete

Fishing quotes

The goal itself is deception, the perpetration of a lie, and the more you consider that
the trout is not the only creature deceived, the closer this idea comes to the heart of

fly-fishing. Anon.

We ask a simple question, and that is all we wish,
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FISH & GAME REGULATIONS - ANNUAL REVIEW AND ANGLERS’
NOTICE

The “Anglers’ Notice” (Regulations) for the 2012-13 season will be reviewed at the
April meeting of Eastern Region F&G Council, with final confirmation at the June
meeting.

We are now seeking your input to this process.

If you have any concerns about the current regulations, or any ideas on how they
might be improved, please make a submission to the council. Don’t leave it to
someone else — if you don’t push for changes you would like made, don’t criticise
later!

Terry Wood and I, as current councillors, are happy to discuss your concerns or ideas
in person, but any submission to council must be in writing to provide for distribution
to the whole council prior to the meeting. Council should receive these by the end of
March.

FISH & GAME COUNCIL ELECTIONS, SEPTEMBER 2012

The tri-annual elections for F&G Councils around the country will take place later
this year.

Now is the time for YOU to consider standing as a candidate for the Eastern Region
Council.

We need continued angler representation on this council, and “new blood” is always
welcome.

Neal Hawes

Outdoorsman
Headguarters

NEW ZEALAND S GREATEST
OUToDOoOOR OUTFITTERS

G TARAWERA ROAL ROTORUA. PHONE 345 93353
COITECIN . KD AXS
www.outdoorsman.co.nz

10% RAA member discount with membership card

Sponsors of your “Photo Caption ” competition.
Stockists of ;

* Garmin handheld GPS navigators * Ocean fishing Kayaks
* Minn Kota electric outboards * Compact personal locator beacons
* Columbia sun smart fishing shirtlsj * Waeco portable refrigerators




Not a Normal Summer in Rotorua Lakes this year.

Low temperatures have fish in good shape, but catch rates not so great!
By Cherie Taylor Cherie. taylor@dailypost. co. nz

Unseasonable conditions have produced mixed fortunes for anglers in Rotorua's
lakes.

Fish and Game's Eastern Region staff say some good fish are being bagged by those
willing to work at it — and try a variety of methods.

Fish and Game officer Mark Sherburn said anglers just needed to test the waters.
"Anglers need to think outside the box a little," he said.

"It's as if we're a month ahead on the calendar, so methods like shallow trolling in the
mornings and fishing for cruising fish around the weed beds is the way to go.

"Try the sort of locations and methods you would use in early autumn."

The usual high summer water temperatures hadn't happened and with shorter days
and cooler overnight temperatures, it wasn't likely the water temperatures in the lakes
would rise much, Mr Sherburn said.

Lake Rotorua, which often gets to well above 20C, has remained in the mid-19s for
most of the summer.

"These temperatures are actually good for trout feeding and growth, but don't
necessarily produce great fishing," he said.

One pleasing trend however, was a lift in the condition of fish coming from Lake
Rotorua, after a couple of years when they weren't in good shape, Mr Sherburn said.
Reports from the lake indicate both boaties and shore-based fishers are seeing some
gradual improvements.

Some nice condition fish in the 1kg to 1.5kg range had been caught at the mouths of
the Awahou, Hamurana and Ngongotaha streams, he said.

A recent annual summer competition turned up fish that were in better condition than
those caught in 2011.

Lake water temperatures also had an enormous influence on fish growth, and Fish
and Game staff have had reports of a number of genuine trophy trout caught in
January, the latest a tagged 5.5kg rainbow hooked in Lake Okataina, Mr Sherburn
said.

At Lake Tarawera, Fish and Game officers have carried out their first release for the
year, dropping 1000 seven-month-old fish into the lake.

Another 500 have been freed into Lake Rotoiti at Ruato Bay.

Summer releases started some years ago amid some skepticism, as releases were
historically carried out in spring and autumn.
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Sponsors of ’Trout of the Month’

HAMILLS

TRUSTED SINCE 19588

SPECIALS—
UNTIL STOCKS LAST

Kilwell. NZ made S.A.S rods #5 #6 #7 #8 Free mid section (light, heavy)
Were $699.99 now $499.99
Standard Scientific Anglers Fly lines $35.99 with 10% discount.

Phone number 07 3483147 and email rotorua@hamillsnz.co.nz
10% RAA member discount with membership card
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FISH OF THE MONTH FOR January 2012 was Roger Bowden with his
3 70 kg. Brown from the Big “O”

»'"’ Roger wins a $10 voucher from Hamills.

"" Don’t forget to weigh in your fish!

n. |l

..,.a i Weighmasters are listed on page 3. or you can weigh your fish on registered |

;;: scales with a witness.
:"51 Scales can be checked and registered at the Clubrooms on Friday nights.

-T.-(’ You can even weigh and release your fish.

::.... We need more people to enter fish — very few entries received from
%
o members over the last few months. Trophymaster Nigel Wilkinson

Fishing quotes
The reason many fishermen aren’t successful is that you have to be at least half as
smart as your quarry to catch them. Anon.

It is the constant—or inconstant—change, the infinite variety in fly=fishing that
binds us fast. It is impossible to grow weary of a sport that is never the same on any
two days of the year. Anon.

The true fisherman approaches the first day of fishing season with all the sense of
wonder and awe of a child approaching Christmas. Anon.
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| THINK THE BEST PART OF FLY FISHING 1S THE ""LAXAL()N

3 ROTORUA 3

Hunting & Fishing

==ele= Rotorua’s local Sage dealer

T est f sh” the magmf cent Sage One! Book one to treat yourself to a private
session with no pressure! Models from Vantage to the new ‘Sage One’ available.
Sage Vantage combo’s from $579.99.

Stockists of fly rods and reels.

SIMS Stockists of the best Gortex waders money can buy, also clothing and
footwear.
P O Box 10134, Cnr Fairy Springs Road and Lake Road, Rotorua
Ph 0064 (07) 3496303 fax 0064 (07) 3496308
Email: rotoruahuntingandfishing@xtra.co.nz

10% RAA member discount with membership card.
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WALLABY WONDERS

Several years ago I picked up a freshly dead wallaby from the Okataina road and
took the skin off its back, with the idea of designing a fly to catch those fussy fish
that were resistant to the usual night flies I was using. I tacked the skin out on a
board, fur down, and dried the skin for about a month — I have now had this pelt for
about 12 years, have only used half of it, and have never had any problem with fur
slipping or smell.

The fly I came up with was simple, yet so successful that it is now one of the four
absolutely essential flies to have in my night fly box (the other three being Scotch
Poacher, lumo-bodied Black Marabou, and lumo-bodied Craigs Nighttime). Being
made with wallaby fur, I just had to name it after one of the Australian rugby greats
and as it is a winged fly I called it “David Campese”. Subsequently I have designed a
couple of nymphs using wallaby fur, and have named each after Wallaby greats I
have admired over the years. They have both proved to be great fish-catchers. I’'m
not sure what makes this fur so successful, but I assume it gives off the right
vibrations that fish find irresistible.

So get yourself a wallaby pelt (the fur on the back is best) and get tying.

DAVID CAMPESE - a flashy winger

Hook: Black Magic A-series (or similar) #6-10
Thread: Black 6/0 uni-thread

Tail tag: Red wool

Body: Aurora Skirt

Wing: Two bunches of wallaby fur

Bind thread to hook and apply cement (John McCarron will say you should not need
to do this, but I don’t like my flies to fall to bits so I don’t take risks!)

Tie in red tag (for a more bulky fly, bind the wool along the shaft of the hook,
overlaying it with the Aurora Skirt later)

Tie in Aurora Skirt at rear, and wind it forward half-way along the hook, in slightly
overlapping turns to give it a “ribbed” appearance. Tie off but don’t trim.

Cut a small tuft of fur from wallaby pelt (go down to skin level) and remove as much
of the base fluff as you can. With practice you will learn just how much to use —
sparse is better than bulky. Tie in on top of where you tied off the Aurora Skirt,
extending the tips as far back as possible to form a sort of tailed wing.

Wind Aurora Skirt forward to just behind the eye, leaving enough space to form a
head, tie off and trim.

Tie in another tuft of wallaby fur at head, extending it backwards overlaying the first
tuft.

Form head, whip-finish, and apply head cement.
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Best fished with slow retrieve, I usually use it on its own, but often use it as the top
fly in tandem with a black marabou or black woolly bugger on the point. Remember,
like all “lumo” flies, you should charge it with your torch every few casts, but not too
often, as trout will often only take it after the glow fades a little.

This fly has accounted for several hundred trout over the last dozen or so years,
including a few limit bags at Hamurana in summer and Rotoiti and Okataina in
winter. Probably the best night was at L. Otamangakau when I fished a D.C. in
tandem with a black woolly bugger over a deep hole between the weedbeds. I landed
10 fish in 90 minutes after the change of light, and 9 of them took the D.C. I went
back the next night and landed 9 fish over the same time period, and 7 took the D.C.

GEORGE GREGAN - a bald, black-headed half-back

This nymph is copied fairly closely from one of Aaron West’s (several times NZ
flyfishing champion) favourite nymphs. Aaron uses chinchilla fur, but I didn’t have
any so substituted it with wallaby. It has already proved its worth on the Ruakituri
and Rangitikei rivers this season, and I’m looking forward to trying it out on some of
our local streams.

Hook: Any nymph hook, but I like Black Magic G-series, #10-16

Head: Black tungsten bead (eg 2.8mm for #14)

Tail: 5 or 6 pheasant tail fibres (preferably the dark-tipped ones)

Abdomen: Spanflex (colour optional — brown to black, depending on how dark you
want fly)

Thorax: Wallaby fur, tightly dubbed. Trim any hairs sticking out on top, and tease
out hairs underneath. Use only the grey guard hairs by plucking them from the pelt,
leaving the soft under fluff behind.

Wingcase: Pheasant tail fibres

If you want more weight, use a wrapping of lead wire under thorax

STIRLING MORTLOCK - a bald-headed flash back
Same as GG but with gold tungsten bead and green pearl scudback wingcase
This fly has also taken Ruakituri and Rangitikei rainbows this season.

STOP PRESS: On the L. Otamangakau club trip last weekend I caught two of my
four night fish on the Campese, and one of my daytime fish on the Mortlock
(suspended under a “bionic bomb™)

Neal Hawes
See patterns overleaf.
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George Gregan




A magnificent 8.5 Ib
Brownie caught
recently in the
Tongariro on a Cicada
pattern.

Opposite photo shows a
gut full of cicada’s.




